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Who Has an Official Language?

Switzerland: A {\

majority of Swiss oy

residents believe < i’:;xh} e

English is the ,., — e NP e S
‘most useful’ Q& 4 et £
language. F 'y

Korea: Experts
have found a
correlation
between English
skills and social
success.

] India: In a 33\@ :
Colombia: country with 22 =
The Education official
Minister calls languages,
Engllsh. “a English links L
necessity... to residents and r\t
make ourselves serves as a
more competitive language of »
in this global commerce. <
world.” -

e 94 percent of the world’s countries and other land areas* (189 of 202) have at
least one official language.

o Official in 53 nations, English is the most common official language among the
202 nations with an official language. French is second (26 countries), followed
by Arabic (23), Spanish (19) and Portuguese (6).

e The United States is one of only 15 nations that do not have an official language
policy**. The others are: Australia, Czech Republic, Denmark, Guyana, Holy See,
Iceland, Jamaica, Japan, Mexico, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, San Marino
and the United Kingdom.

*Recognized by the United States Department of State, http://www.state.gov/misc/list/.

** Per The Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) The World Factbook, https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/fields/2098.html.




